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EXCURSION -~ NEWS SHEET 


- Noxious Weeds. 


July 7th. Film/Video - Natural History Subjects. 


June 4th. Maryborough Area 


July 9th. Tullaroop Reservoir. 


What is a weed? 


H. Burgess. 


Answer. A plant fopr which we can find‘no use. 


What is a NOXIOUS weed? 
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A prize will be awarded tor the best drawing } 
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Errata. - May News Sheet. Anchor Plant Project. Sunbury Hort. Dept. 
should read S.M.B. Hort.Dept. 


For Your Diary 
June 20th.- Tues. Committee meeting, 8p.m. at 12, Pleasant St. Sth. 
June 30th. - Closing date date for entries in the 'Greening Australia 


Tree Care Award'. Pamphlets are available. 
July 28th.-30th. Club camp-out at Sherbrooke River, Pt.Campbell. 
Details will be ayailable in early July. 
Oct.14h. - Excursion with Castlemaine F.N.C. - Campbelltown/Sandon area. 
Nov 14th. - Excursion with Geelong F.N.C. - Enfield Forest. 


FIELD REPORTS:- May Meeting. 


P. Murphy - Reported on flowering in Enfield 
Forest; impressive stands of Epacris impressa; 
Pterostyl_s parviflora; Accianthus exsertus 

coming into flower; Eriochilus cucullatus and 

and Prasophyllum morissii just finished flowering. 
K. McDonell - E. impressa notable in Creswick 
Forest. Hastern Grey Kangaroo observed for first 
time at Gunn's Flat, Black Bailed Wallaby usually 
in area. 

EF. Williamson ~ E. impressa also out at Linton 
and Snake Valley. Yellow. Tailed Black Cockatoos 
at Carngham - approx. 200 birds, some playing in 
TreEeSe 

Je Gregurke - Hundreds of Brown Moths,,and Ghost 
Fungus gt Middle Creek, Mt Cole. 

L. Fink — Between Williamsons Creek crossings in 
Clarendon area, Pe nutans? leaves abundant; 
Hardenburgia in bud. Exotic plants also prominent 
- Apple - Pink Geranium - South African Boneseed — 
Suggest Club visit the area. 

M. Rotheram - Sanderlings at Killarney Beach 
(Warrnambool), Hundreds of beach washed dead 
Mutton Birds at Griffith Is. (Warrnambool). 

FB. Harrap - Campbelltown. Lignum Swamp is ary, 
first observation of Koala in Sandon Forest 

Murray Grant reports many Hylacola birds seen 

near Maldon, also Swift Parrots in that area. 

Also the. Pied Currawong is still at Mt. Helen. 

Co Dalman - Grey Currawong in Wendouree resident- 
jal area. 
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. FIGGCREET EXCURSION Sunday 7th May, 1988 


Florence Williamson greeted us at Crocker’s Corner with an informative, 
hand-written, three page outline of the day’s excursion. This gave us 
detailed instructions of the route for the excursion and some of the 
highlignts we could expect to see. 

Driving through Ross Creek we saw a flock of 25 Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatcos in the pines beside the roac. 

Our first stop was a patch of bushland south-west of Smythedale. The 
cloudy weather Kept the birds quiet. The area abounded with many 
different types ot fungi. Gary Cheer’s talk on Fungi at cur previous 
meeting lead to an increased interest in these saprophytic organisms. 
Mirrors and hand lenses were brought out to have a closer look at the 
detailed structure of their gills. 

After a cuppa we travelled to Devil’s Kitchen seeing White-winged 
Choughs and Sulphur-creasted Cockatoos on the way. The Woady Yalloax 
River has eroded through a lava flow to excose cliffs of basalt. Evidence of 
the nesting of Peregrine Falcons were seen high on the clif¢s. Several Grey 
Currawongs flew overhead. Native vegetation has been largely wiped out 
and allowed the invasion of weeds species including African Boneseed on 
the cliffs. Along the River, Callistemons and Dodonea have survived. 

Our lunch stcp was beneath the River Red Gums at "The Crossing" on 
Woady Yallock River. Our walk along the River jead us to a Correa, in full 
flower, cascading 2 metres down a rock face. Interesting fungi spotted 
were a stinkhorn with a pink stalk and a group of earth stars alongside the 
rocky path. Birds were more active after lunch and included White-plumedc 
and White-naped Honeyeater, Crimson and Eastern Rosella, Yellow Robin, 
Brown and White-throated Treecreeper, Grey Shrike-thrush, Brown 
Thornbill, Welcome Swallow, Crested Shrike-tit and Restless Flycatcher. 

Florence had seen several Kangarcos along the Dreamer’s Hill Road 
during her preparation for the excursion but we did not see them on our 
trip. : 
} We drove past vast planted areas of the CLarkesdale Reserve and 
stopped outside the Bird Paddock. On the dam were the common water birds 
of the area: Masked Lapwing, Black Swan, Coot, Dusky Moorhen, Swamphen, 
Little Grebe, Black Duck, Grey Teal, Little Pied Cormorant. On the Eastern 
- horizon a Little Eagle was soaring. Over the tree tops in the Bird Paddock 
were Tree Martins. The dense planting of a variety of plants along the 
creek has helped to choke out the Gorse which previously grew there. 
Flowering Wattles, Grevilleas and Banksias were providing nectar and 
insect for birds. Insect food for birds was also available from the piles of 
decaying wood. 

The road back to the Highway followed the boundary of a pine forest. 
Bright red Amanita fungi were common amongst the pines. On the cleared 
edges were large patches’ of Common Heath with white, pink and red 
flowers. It was then time to head home after another enjoyable day. 
Thanks to Florence for leading us to a number of interesting spots. 
J.G, 
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FUNGI:- Mr. Gary Cheers 


Fungi are simple non flowering plants that have 
no true leaves, stems or roots. They contain no 
chlorophyll and so do not manufacture their own 
food, but rely on rotting vegetation. 

Mushrooms are the best known of more than 75,000 
Species of plants classified as fungi. Fungi 
rely on spores for reproduction, and they come in 
a variety of colours, shapes and sizes. 


Many of our plant deseases are caused lehif aubbayeah yf 
also some deseases that affect humans eg ringworm. 
and athletes foot. A, 

They are imporyeR eet ogee flora of the 1, 
world, br g dow t#ing vegetation to humus. - j 

Fungi prody¥ce large numbers of spores, some 
are wind blown and sail through the air,-for 
h of kilometres. Some are shot+$fom the 
se) plant, while others rely on rain to spread 
them, so many eventually land and germinate. 
Consequently they are among the most wide spread 
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in body which is calledthe ‘MYCELIUM. This is a 
network of minute thread like filaments or HYPHAE. 

At e very edge of this MYCELIUM _we may get a 
Circ of fungi and this is the w fairy rings" 
are SOTO IDS owever the other story, that the 
fairies cdgp ut and, dance pleasant nights 
and the mughrooms 29 thes eats is more romantic. 

Some fungi live in! close contact with other 
plants. Some of our orchids need these special 
fungis and these plants are called Saphrophytes. 

Some fungi eventually take over the plants and 
kill them, while others live on animals like 
caterpillars. 

How can you tell if a fungi is poisonous? There 
is no easy way unfortunately. If the mushrooms 
have a yellow stain when peeled then discard them: 

Probably the safest are the commercially grown 
mushrooms, Others have bright colours and these 
should be left alone. Some have a bad smello 


Among the most peculiar of all living things are 
Nusvaeon Slime moulds. There are some 500 of Bs 
is these world wide and they look like 4 
P4O4Y to? Selly and creep along like 
giant amoebas. They ingest 
micro organisms and rotting 


= plant material. Eventually 
S they make their way to a 
Seas drier place and the 
Grek 
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mass of protoplasm gradually tr 
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a\ vhs ae C into fruiting bodies. These are often 
} —— ornately formed and releasea miriad 
gi ee SSL Oe spore; producing organs called 
2 EINK ~Sporingia. 
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NEF worn 0% wypnne Fungi fertile Se hy 
The families visual key is : Surface™ texture 
1 AGARICS (fungi with gills) Gillis ana Fleshy. 
2 BOLETTES : (fleshy pore fungi) Pores and Fleshy. 
3 CLAVARIAS coral fungi) Club or Corallike and 
eshy 


L. GASTEROMYCETES (puffballs) Internal and Firm to 
Soft 


5 PHALLOIDS (stink horns) Foul Smelling Slime and 
Firm but Brittle. 
6 HYDNOIDS (spine fungi ) Spines Fleshy or Leathery 
7 POLYPORES (woody pore fungi) Pores and tough or 
Woody. 
8 THELEPORES (leather fungi shelf fungi) Smooth or 
Wrinkled and Leathery and Pliable 
9 JELLY FUNGI Simple or Branched @lubs to Brain 
like forms- Jelly like 
10 ASCOMYCETTES (cup fungi and relatives) Lining 
Cups or Discs Sometimes Spherical 
and fleshy to firm. 
Note Slime Mould is not a true fungi but is a 
remarkable species allied to fungi. : 

Gary was thanked for his talk and the many 
beautiful Slides, which formed an interesting and 
informative night. 

LF. 
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Editor'sNote. ; Su Aaa eet 
My Staff and. I wish to thank all cotributbrs to this month's 

magazine. It has been difficult to decide what to put in. Thankyou 

in particular to our younger members. With such as you the Club cannot 

but go on from strength to strength. 4 


- BOTANICAL NOTES. - 
Tnis month we shall consider two blue flowers ! 


Only two species, each one widespread, and each ( may be ) 
a lone member of a family. 


One belongs to the family Campanulaceae and the other 
to the family Brunoniaceae. The latter was named after 
Robert Brown, who was a naturalist on Matthew Flinder's 
expedition to southem Australia very early in the 19th. 
century. Sometimes the genus Brunonia is placed in the 
Goodeniaceae, but the inflorescence and flowers are quite 
different, with the exception that the style ends ina 
cup ( = indusium ) which is a characteristic of the family 
Goodeniaceae. 

The only species in the genus ( or the family ) is 
Brunonia Australia ( Blue Pincushion ). This is a perenn- 
ial herb with leaves at the base. The inflorescence is 
a head ( capitulum ) borne on a slender stalk, 6 - 30 cm 
long. The individual flowers are surrounded by two sets 
of green bracts ( = involucres ). The sepals and the tube 
portion of the corolla are hairy. The corolla is very 
slightly irregular ( almost actinomorphic ), 6-8 mm long 
and coloured blue. There are 5 anthers which form a tube 
around a simple style. The style is straight, glabrous 
and longer than the corolla - at the end is the yellow 
indusium ( only 1-2 mm long ). 


The second blue flower is Wahlenbergia stricta, a 
member of the family Campanulaceae ( campanula = a little 
bell in Latin ) This family sometimes includes the genera. 
Isotoma, tbelia and Pratia; however, Willis places these 
in the family Lobeliaceae. 

Beauglehole lists 5 species of Wahlenbergia in the 
Ballarat area, but Willis says that distinctions between som 
some of the 11 Victorian species are not clear-cut. 


Wahlenbergia stricta ( Tall Bluebell’) The genus 
was named after a Swedish professor of botany. 

, The plants are annual or perennial herbs with a fleshy 
roostock. There are 1 - many aerial stems which may be 
up to 70 cm long and are often branched below the inflor- 
escence. The lower parts of the stems are hispid ( rough 


with short stiff hairs ). The handsome flowers are sit-. 
uated at the end of the stems and there is a distinct 
receptacle, 5 sepals, a blue corolla ( campanulate with 
a tube 4 - 11 mm long and 5 lobes 6 - 20 mm long.) 

These plants are widespread and very variable. h.h. 


BY-PASS FLORA PROJECT. 

The R.C.A. is keen to preserveselected native plants growing 

in the path of the proposed by-pass route North of Ballarat..To this 

end the Club has become involved in the process of removal of numbers 

of plants and storing these in suitable sites adjacent to the roadworks 
for the purpose of roadside replanting at a later date. 

On Fri. May 19th. members worked in conjunction with a backhoe/ 
front end loader provided by the C.R.A. to lift and "stockpile! plants 
in the forest area North of Havelocke St. N.Ballarat. 

The following species were 'transplanted!. 

Dianella Revoluta - Black Anther Flax-lily 
Pimelia Linifolia - Slender Rice-flower 
Pterostylis Nutans - Nodding Greenhood 
Tetratheca Ciliata - Pink Bells 
Drosera Whittakeri - Scented Sundew 

- Dillwynia Glaberrima - Heath Parrot-pea 

The recent heavy rain has been timely, to‘settle the plant 
stock into its temporary bed! Further working bees will be arranged 
prior to clearing other forest areas which lie in the route of the 
future freeway. Interested members are welcome tohelp! 

Flaxmill Swamp. 

Gavin Cerini of O.F.C.6 L. has asked that members report any 
Sighting of stock within the Flaxmill Forest Reserve. (Ph. 370782). 
Anchor Plant Project 

The State Nursery at Creswick has welcomed Club assistance 
in weeding and 'potting on' the seedlings. Members worked on Fri. 
May 26th. to advance the plant stock to the next stage. It has been 
decided that the plants are not yet ready to be transplanted into 
the open sites and Spring will be considered as the next possible 


time. Weed control of the fence will be maintained in the meantime. 
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Some people are just so unaware, : 
Of the different kinds of fungi out there, 
Ask yourself, is it really fair? 
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Stomping on them everywhere, 
Giving the fungi quite a scare, WAV crf «pth 
Sometimes giving them a very large tear, 

Didn't you know , the worlds here to share? 


Its really amazing what you can find, ,Z 
The forest all destroyed and pined, 4 
This is very bad forsome, < * 
But for fungi, it means fun. 


The very, very different kinds you see, 


PAS 
Allas free as they can be, win 7 
You'll find them on the ground or up a tree, ONS 
If you bend down low please watch your knee. 


Some people just go racing past, 
Going very, very fast, 

Why don't you stop and look at last, <= 
You'll find they've got a fascinating past. ~ ~ 


Allison and Heather Dalman. cart 


fey 
CM, 
+ waeticed: 
RECOMMENDED 


The Road Construction Authority has a site office 
on Creswick Road for the Western Freeway by-pass 
of Ballarat. Here you will find a display unit 
that is well worth a visit. It is open to the 
general public during office hours on any day of 
the week. . 

There are many very good aerial photographs to 

be seen as well as plans of the route that the new 
road will take. Farmland, homes, creeks, roads,etc. 
can be easily located on the photographs. 


